In his popular 1927 work “Journey of the Magi’, T.S. Eliot ponders today’s feast. Just a few months
before publishing the poem Eliot had embraced a deeper living of his own Christian faith and was
received into the Anglican Church. His poem presents much more than the romantic journey of
camels carrying kings bearing gifts for the Christ child. Eliot considers the Epiphany event as a birth
and a death: just as every death is a birth, so too birth often feels like death as we are weaned from
familiar securities and drawn into maturity. We find ourselves ‘no longer at ease here, in the old
dispensation’ surrounded by people (even family and friends from whom we now feel alien) who are
still striving for and grasping at their false gods. For the Magi, encountering the child Jesus was
life-changing just as a real encounter with Jesus Christ is transforming for us too. The Magi entered
the house as searchers following a star, but on seeing and recognizing Jesus they fell to their knees
and worshipped. Now they were no longer simply seekers but pilgrims, people of faith who had been
touched by Christ and who were therefore unafraid to travel ‘by a different way’.
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The HOLY FAMILY of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
29th December 2019 Year A

JESUS, Son of God and Son of Mary, bless our family.
Graciously inspire in us the unity, peace, and mutual love
that you found in your own family in the little town of
Nazareth.

MARY, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, nourish our
family with your faith and your love. Keep us close to
your Son, Jesus, in all our sorrows and joys.

JOSEPH, Foster-father to Jesus, guardian and spouse of
Mary, keep our family safe from harm. Help us in all
times of discouragement or anxiety.

HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH, make our family one
with you. Help us to be instruments of peace. Grant that
love, strengthened by grace, may prove mightier than all
the weaknesses and trials through which our families some
- times pass. May we always have God at the center of
our hearts and homes until we are all one family, happy
and at peace in our true home with you. Amen.

Gospel Reflection

Joseph goes back with the child and his mother to Israel from Egypt. The angel informs him that Herod is
dead. Now it is safe to go home. The Holy Family would have stayed somewhere in Judea, probably again in
Bethlehem, but Joseph was afraid of Archelaus. So he goes further than Judea and settles in Galilee, in
Nazareth, which is safer for the child. That fulfils also the prophecy that the child will be called a Nazarene.
The Holy Family is intact despite so many dangers because Joseph, the leader, always listens to the
instructions of the angel. In other words, he is obedient to God. He does not rely on his own wisdom or
instincts. Mary and the child do the same. They cooperate with Joseph. God gives the Holy Family the
necessary cues for their survival.

The First Reading teaches children to honour their parents, and to care for them when they are old. They will
receive blessing if they do. The Second Reading fives advice for a happy and fruitful family life. The rules
are not complicated. One does not have to go to university to learn them. They are simply to live with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and forgiveness. Family prayer is also important — singing
psalms and spiritual songs to God. All the members of the family have a role to play. Respect for one
another is a key element.
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Parish office hours during the
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Christmas/School holidays 2020. Joanne Helm
The parish office will be closed from Monday 23rd December & reopen  p, .+ oordinator ph:0424 763 734

A very warm welcome

any new families and visitors to our
Parish. We hope you enjoy your stay.
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